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POLLUTION CLEANUP CRACKDOWN 
Judge takes personal role in monitoring watershed work 

By JIM O'NEILL 
: .. A" Superior: Court, judge yester

day ord^d an tei^diajte cleanup of 
hjsardous polLytaiitg h'oitt itri; ander-
giwiM w^yolr.arid, alter criticising 
m swte ^ two cfiemicil compa-
Dies for failing tdfel (he job dene, 
aid w will .personally monitor the 
Prtfnfc.. : i 
. ^-Judge C. Jiidsoii. HamiiivsJlting 

theTdepar? 
foentCEnjjrmim^ Protection 
i'5l.e^er^ (P1^J asyarcfa coal-
tra4,;fo IitjtaD-jpOltutiaii removal 
eqwpnwht at, the, Rtinyori. Watershed, 

fo.i^ifon held 
regWytye w fee: pollution, Madison SSCPI Xhntwii; & Pollution 
»»Sed, .̂  ordered to My $3 
mUlton to ,the . DEf$.. ah£' cMnuc 
paytpgj;; as •.jMafyr'to;:ei^ir« 'the 

: KraiIfo placc4>ihe,"DEPE in. 
Soffoid he 

has Mi Mti In tHeSgcncy's ability 
to dp fee Job, . i^brffettd fee $fote to 
mS3h eac'1 

It k an.dnusual move for the 
mart to. become directly involved in 
f* «6|nup. Hamlhifoid; rtiifonY de-
are to be a supervisor o' 

jf tflfe't; i 
• got done,'" i f  
criticized fee DEPE add fee 

wo companies for foiling to obey 
mitt orders, asserting fee DEPE was 
'giylrtgfee stare away" i» attempt, 
agio,renegotiate cleanup plans wife 
he eonfoanles ralbor than enforce 
he court orders. •: 

ffi?, Jw'Sf a?se blasted fee two 
hem^u companies for putting prof-
Itics, fee 

$ pi%«ble, as'slbivly as pes-
jbfo m chcapiy as possible" 
wee,they.first Were Authorized by 
hecptirt tp lPSl fe contain and re-
iove "a variety ei': .hazardous pojlut-
nte including org'anl&j ghd heavy 
totals such as! zinc, fetid ahd catf-
item. : 

Jfefeer than pursue fee cleanup, 
le DEPp allowed the companies to 
iter cleanup efforts, ohd fec compa-
i«efljaged in a Variety,^ ta'cGes 

jmtidn to/ffetey (he 
Among pi ... 

er$ lamed infeiu and .188$ were di-
3Ctiv<s-fo; iiistall.: an;: utidchjroiufit! 
all to cpntain poHutiop; obtain bond

A View of ,he en,r?rrdal°orrto!-hHA2^i0y''S ^,ou.n(,Wfit0r recharflo reservoir In Old Bridge.TiudseVyes-
terday ordered an Immediate cleanup of the underground facility • 

ing to ensure that money would be 
available tor cleanup, and realign 
Prickett's Brook to bypass contami
nated areas, the judge said, adding 
feat none of these provisions was ever 
Implemented. 

lie said It Is "astounding" that 
fee parties have treated those (court 

orders) wife little or no respect (and 
were negotiating shortly thereafter to 
abandon' fee terms of those orders. 

The court orders since have been 
rendered "meaningless" because fee 
pollution has spread beyond the por
tions of fee watershed feat wore In
tended to be protected, Hamlin said. 

As a result, pollution first dis
covered in 1871 is six wells continued 
to spread and now threatens one of 
several wolis that continue to provide 
drinking water to Perth Amboy, the 
judge said. 

Ho ordered a scries of immedi
ate remedial steps to prevent pollut
ion from reaching the working wells, 
and said he will schedule an addi
tional court hearing to decide a long-
term cleanup strategy, as well as fo 
consider whether fee companies 
should he hold in contempt tor foiling 
to obey the prior cleanup orders. 

Hamlin's orders came following 
a four-week trial called by the judge 

alter Perth Amboy filed a lawsuit 
Charging fee companies failed to 
comply wife the prior court orders 
The lawsuit seeks to hold the compa
nies in contempt and asked fee court 
to place Perth Amboy and fee DEPE 
in charge of the cleanup. 

Hamlin declined to place Perth 
Amboy in charge, asserting feat the 
city docs not nave fee finances or 
legal authority to pursue fee cleanup 
However, he commended citv offi
cials for filing the lawsuit, asserting 
the DEPE ana the companies would 
continue to lag without court inter
vention. 

Hamlin said he ordered fee re
medial steps "in the interests of the 
public health" and tn an effort in 
stem the pollution before it reaches 
the working well, 
.. fo?'uued is a requirement that 
fee DEPE, within nine months, install 
a "packed stripping tower" at mt-
workmg well to remove benzene ami 
chlorobenzene before the substances 
enter the well and are pumped to fee 
water treatment plant, which also is 
located at the watershed. Court re
cords contain an estimate feat tlw 
equipment will cost about $1.3 mil
lion. 

Hamlin further ordered negotia

tions wife the Middlesex County Utili
ties Authority (MCUA) to extend s 
permit to dump polluted water from 
Runyon into the county sewer system. 
The current permit expires today, 
and the MCUA had planned: not to 
renew it because pollutant levels 
have gone too high, fee judge said. 

He noted feat trie companies 
spent $5 million In insurance funds 
over fee years to pump contaminants 
dumped into fee sewer systeii Ham-
Un advised the DEPE to bring the 
MCUA to court if sewer officials do-
dine to renew fee permit to continue 
pumping until the new pollution 
cleanup equipment is installed at fee 
working well. 

Hamlin also told fee DEPE to 
develop, within 45 days, a plan to re
plenish polluted water taken from fee 
aquifer, noting that the underground 
water source must be rechargS wlfh 
fresh water if It Is to continue functioning. 

In ordering the two companies 
to begin paying the DEPE for 
cleanup costs. Hamlin raised con
cerns that the companies may not 
have funds readily available. • and 
placed them on a payment schedule 
aimed a providing cleanup moticv 
without putting the companies out of 
business. 
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